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USE OF HFCs FOR THE LONDON 2012 OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC
GAMES

This statement sets out the parameters for the use of HFCs
(Hydrofluorocarbons) in London 2012 venues, by, and on behalf of, the ODA,
as agreed between the Government, GLA, ODA, LOCOG and the LDA. It
also sets out the underlying principles to be followed by LOCOG (and its
partners, contractors, representatives or organisations acting on its behalf,
including sponsors) when Games-time specific provision is to be considered
for the Olympic Park and for other London 2012 venues.

2. The underlying principles may be applied to a range of uses for which
HFCs may be considered for the London 2012 Games, such as refrigeration
or cooling systems in the built environment and transportation; fire
suppression systems; and as foam blowing agents for building insulation
materials. Further use-specific parameters, such as those set out in
paragraphs 5-8, may be needed for specific applications.

3. The use of HFCs is an environmental issue of international importance.
The Government’s position is that because of their contribution to global
warming, the long-term use of Fluorinated Greenhouse Gases (F gases),
including HFCs, is not sustainable and that F gas emissions must not be
allowed to rise unchecked. The EU is committed to reducing emissions of
Greenhouse Gases (GHGSs), by 8% from 2008 to 2012 (compared to 1990
levels) and by 20% by 2020, rising to 30% when there is a successful
outcome to international climate negotiations. The EU has also called for an
international emission reduction arrangement for HFCs.

4. In May 2009, the Olympic Board agreed that London 2012 (the ODA
and LOCOG and partners, contractors, representatives or organisations
acting on their behalf, including sponsors) will employ and maintain a clear
and consistent policy for mitigating the impacts of manufacture, supply, use
and disposal of all materials for the London 2012 Games. London 2012 will
regard the Olympic and Paralympic Games as an opportunity for sustainable
procurement to inspire change, and a catalyst for industry innovation to occur,
and will adopt rigorous approaches in order to achieve that.

5. Given this overarching principle concerning the use of materials for
London 2012 and the Government's commitment, set out in the Legacy Action
Plan, that the Olympic Park will be a blueprint for sustainable development, it
has been agreed that the following principles must be adhered* to in
considering whether to use HFCs in any new facilities or equipment procured
for use in venues or specifically for the Games:

in addition, all comfort cooling systems for non-domestic use must meet or exceed the
minimum Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER) in the ‘non-domestic heating, cooling and
ventilation compliance guide’ in order to satisfy Building Regulations.
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/br/BR_PDF PTL NONDOMHEAT.pdf
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e HFCs must not be used where other safe, technically feasible, cost
effective, energy efficient and more environmentally acceptable
alternatives exist;

e Where an HFC best meets the above criterion, the following should be
adopted:

o0 consideration must first be given to use of an HFC with a low GWP,
i.e. GWP <150;

0 new installations, equipment and other facilities must be designed,
installed and deployed in a manner which facilitates easy
replacement with low (or zero or near zero) GWP HFCs or other low
(or zero or near zero) GWP gases, as these technologies develop.
London 2012 and their suppliers will be expected to monitor the
development and availability of relevant technologies with a view to
adopting them at the earliest opportunity, preferably for 2012;

o notwithstanding the above, the requirements of the EU F-Gas
Regulation? and related European Commission Regulations and the
Fluorinated Greenhouse Gases Regulations 2009 (SI 2009 No 261)
must be fully implemented and compliance mechanisms set out in
supplier and servicing contracts. Wherever possible, these
contracts should also seek to include such mechanisms and
practices which may go beyond basic compliance requirements in
order to adopt and demonstrate best practice;

e Insulating materials produced using HFCs should be avoided.

7. Where facilities or equipment containing HFCs are already in use at
existing London 2012 venues, London 2012 will check that venue owners (or
equipment operators) have put the necessary arrangements in place to
ensure that they (venue owners and/or equipment operators) comply with the
requirements of the F-Gas Regulation.

8. Where facilities or equipment containing HFCs already exist in the
hire/lease market, London 2012 must work with suppliers to identify the lowest
possible GWP and lowest possible carbon options and to monitor
developments in technology with a view to early adoption of low (or zero or
near zero) GWP alternatives to high GWP HFCs, where practical and
desirable.

9. Whether newly installed or already in existence, where HFCs are used
all appliances, including those relating to transportation, must be maintained
by technically qualified staff to ensure optimal operation and minimal leakage;
and where HFCs have been used and are to be replaced, they should be
recovered by qualified personnel and either reused, reclaimed or destroyed in
an appropriate manner.

2 EC Regulation No 842/2006 on certain fluorinated greenhouse gases
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10.  Where a decision is taken to procure HFCs and/or HFC equipment,
information about that decision will be made available on request, where such
disclosure will not adversely impact any commercial sensitivities.

11.  Progress on the application of this policy will be reported to the London
2012 Sustainability Group which, in turn, reports on a quarterly basis to the
Olympic Board Steering Group.
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